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SUBJECT: CHURCH/GOVERNMENT BURY HATCHET 
REF: MANILA 338 

1. MEETING OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE AT BAGUIO 
JAN 21-25 CONCLUDED WITH AT LEAST TEMPORARY COMPROMISE 

IN CONFRONTATION BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND CHURCH. BISHOPS 
ELECTED PHIL'S LONE CARDINAL, ROSALES, AS PRESIENT OF 
CBCP. CBCP UNDER ROSALES IN TURN SUPPORTED REVIEW OF 
ALL CHURCH PROGRAMS TO UPDATE AND INTENSIFY SOCIAL 
ACTION ASPECTS. 

2. COMMENT: COMPROMISE FACILITATED BY TEMPORARY EASING 
OF GOP PRESSURE ON CHURCH (REFTEL) AND BISHOPS' DESIRE 
TO AVOID INTERNAL FIGHT. GOVERNMENT HAS CONSEQUENTLY 
OBTAINED REPRIEVE FOR AT LEAST NEXT FEW MONTHS. 

3. DURABILITY OF COMPROMISE DEPENDENT ON KIND OF MODUS 
VIVENDI ROSALES, NOTORIOUSLY CONSERVATIVE FRIEND OF MRS. 
MARCOS, AND HIS LIBERAL-DOMINATED ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
CAN ACHIEVE. LIBERALS PRESUMABLY BANK ON ROSALES' LACK 
OF FORCEFULNESS AND GOOD HEARING THEIR SOCIAL ACTION CON- 
CERNS GOT DURING MEETING TO ADVANCE THEIR INTERESTS. EVEN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MANILA 01047 290326Z 

IF LIBERALS MODERATE TONE OF THEIR APPROACH, HOWEVER, IT 
WILL TAKE SIMILAR MODIFICATION ON GOP SIDE TO LAY GROUNDS 
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FOR MORE LASTING STAND DOWN. FIRST TEST OF COMPROMISE MAY 
COME WHEN NEW CBCP LEADERSHIP DISCUSSES WITH GOP THE OPINION 
POLL OF ASSOCIATION OF MAJOR RELIGIOUS SUPERIORS (CEBU A-25); 

WHICH, ACCORDING EXECUTIVE SECRETARY MELCHOR. HAS 
"PERTURBED" GOP. 

SULLIVAN 
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